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New Orleans 
• Mystery 


By ROBERT 8. ALLEN 
and PALL SCOTT 

IN HIS CONTROVERSIAL 
probe of President Kennedy's 
assas&inat ion. New Orleans’ Di v 
tricl Attorney Jim Garrison la 
apparently attaching great Im- 
portance to evidence given the 
Warren Comnuswon by Mrs. 
S ylvia Odi a a member of a 
militant /Tlban refugee group. 

Records here show that his 
Investigators have obtained 
from tlve file* of the National 
, Archives copies 0 f Mrs Odio’s 
I testimony, “working papers” of 
the commission, and three FBI 
reports covering the investiga- 
tion of her story Uniting two Cu- 
bans to Oswald. 

One of the FBI's reports and 
the staff documents, which 
were secret at the time the 
Warren Commission issued its 
report, have since been de- 
classified by the Justice De- 
partment and are now available 
to researchers. 

* * ♦ 


IN BOTH HER TESTIMONY 
to the Commission and FBI in- 
terviews, Mrs. Odio reported 
dial three men. including one 
she believed to he Oswald, 
came to her room in Dallas in 
September. 1963. to seek aide 
fw a Cuban exile-group she 
helped organize in Puerto Hie 
Mrs. Odio. who moved 
Florida from Dallas after the 
assassin a lion, identified two of 
ht;r callers as Cubans and the 
third an American, introduced 
as Leon Oswald. She said tha 
trio told her they had just ar- 
rived from New Orleans 
One of the Cubans, known 
only as Leopoldo. telephoned 
next day and said he wanted to 
introduce I>eon Oswald into the 
anti-Castro underground. Leo- 
pnldo said Leon Oswald was a 
former Marine and quoted him 
as saying: “Cubans don’t have 
any imts because Otfsid 
KtoiWTO *hSve" Peen 

\ sassinated after the B* 

Pigs ” 

Although eojnmission nieT 
fibbers tried to knock down M 
Odio’s testimony. Hie Cuban 
woman stuck by her original 
story and to this dav site has 
■ refused to change it 
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I PROBABLY THE MOST TN- 
lerrsting inftrrnnfrm that Gar- 
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nson s investigators dr'Covered 
in the FBI report was a state- 
ment that Mrs. Odio lad at- 
tempt nl suicide since appear- 
ing before the commission 

According to its own report, 
the FBfl learned of the unre- 
pOrted suicide attempt when 
agents tried unsuccessfully to 
arrange another interview with 
Mrs. Odk>. as follows: 

“When teiephowkally con- 
tacted on the morning of Oct. 
1. b*M, in order to arrange an 
interview. Sylvia Odio advised 
that she had an appointment at 
11 30 a.ra. that day with her 
doctor 

"The interview wm then act 
for 1 p.m Shortly *'ter mak- 
ing thi» arrangement for Inter- 
view. Mr Maurice Ferre, a 
member of Ferre family with 
extensive industrial holdings in 
South Florida and Puerto Rico. 
cotiUicied the Miami office of 
the Federal Bureau of Investi- 
gation to state he is a per- 
wnal friend uf Sylvia Odio. 

"He wished to advise that 
Odio was then under the care 
of Dr. Irwin Jacobs, psychia- 
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Justice Department insiders re- 
port that the "Odto story” is 

tfttl under active investigation. 

Garritan. who launched his 
wm'mkrmH probe several months 
ago, ha* investigators in Flor- 
ida t r ying te locate Mrs Odio 
hr further questioning and to 
dtfannftie why the attempted to 
take her own life. 

The death of David Feme, 
the pflat who waa a central fig- 
ure in the New Orleans’ ui- 
quiry, has caused Garrison to 
httenslfy his investigation of the 
leads Mrs Odio originally fur- 
nished the commission 
Owe report being checked Is 
that Ferric, no relation to the 
Ferre mentioned in the FBI re- 
i i port flew Oswald and the Cu- 
bans to Dallas from New Or- 
*» leant pa the day Mr*. Odio 
£ ttys they visited her 

Cemmiaaion documents on file 
In the archives indicate that its 
Investigators and the FBI went 
to great length to check all pos- 
sible meem of transportation 
l>y which Oswald might have 
made the trip. There is no evi- 
dence that Oswald ever made 


r 


the trip or was in Dallas at 
the time One journey which 
Oswald did make in September, 
W63. was from New Orleans by 
bus to Mexico City 

ALSO BEING PROBED BY 
pi Garrison u whether Oswald car- 
ried on his person “a curricu- 
.him vitae" which covered sev- 
ere! sheets of notepaper. pre- 
sumably dealing with informa- 
l(on on his pro-Castro activities 
ft the U.s. 

Two British tourists on the 
aarae bus indicated that Os* 
ivald wes looking at a docu- 
ment. similar to those furnished 
under wiT jgeifo by CIA or 
>CGB, the Soviet's secret espion- 
age-intelligence agency. 

Within an hour of his arrival 
in the Mexican capital Oswald 
registered at the_Hotei del t 
rci<p, which he used ihnmuh- 
his v isit Thg jp one of tl>e 
•sdpb l "*** both OA arwl 
KGB keeps agents. 


